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they were consistently selected as an example and a
warning.

It is impossible to deny but that on this question of
the relations with Russia the Independents and Sparta-
cists were totally, irrevocably, and tragically at variance
with their fellow-countrymen* Nothing has contri-
buted more to bitterness of feeling than this initial
misunderstanding. The Germans thought that they
had made their own Revolution; but when they had
done so, they found the results of their action being
annexed and earmarked and stolen by a set of people
whom they thought traitors for the sake of an idea which
was abhorrent to them. The bulk of the nation wanted a
political revolution ending in a republican form of
government; they did not want a communist state of
society. They laid a phenomenal stress on " order " ;
this I have already explained ; now the Moscow regime
seemed to them the very negation of order* A most
unfortunate impression of selfishness was given to the
Independent and Spartacist motives, inasmuch as they
were annexing, for thtir own peculiar purposes of which
the nation did not approve, a movement which not they,
but the nation acting unitedly and as a whole had made
for national ends. The idea towards which the Revo-
. lution was now to be turred was an alien one; and all
joy went out of the Revolution.

National legends are never so fiercely defended as
when the first tiny doubts begin to creep into the public